
 

Dear Families with Students in Junior High Youth Ministry, 

The Faith Formation staff—with the help of the Holy Spirit—has been brainstorming and 
planning ways to safely and whole-heartedly inspire, empower, and transform teens and families to grow 
in knowledge of their faith as well as create habits in faith practices of gratitude, prayer, Sacraments, and 
service.  We have formulated an extensive safety plan that has been delivered to the Diocese of Joliet as 
required by our diocesan policy.  As soon as we receive approval, we will inform you of the specific 
safety information that will make it possible to launch JHYM in September.  It is imperative that we have 
a clear count of how many students desire to be a part of youth ministry this year.  We ask that after 
reviewing this overview, if your family wishes to participate, register (if you haven’t already) by 
dropping off the forms before the end of August.  

We want to assure you that we are putting forth our best efforts as we plan for a three-pillar 
approach to forming the faith of teens in the context of families (that means equipping parents to 
facilitate faith conversations and establish or re-commit to faith practices at home).  

Pillar #1: Video Content Teens and families will have access to online videos with one required 
monthly video to watch and briefly discuss the message (2-3 questions will be provided).  Teens will 
be asked to submit a response each month—formats will vary and options will be given.

Pillar #2: Mentor & Trio Teens will be partnered with a mentor and a small Trio (2 other teens) 
and have a 60 minute zoom or in-person meeting each month on Sunday or Monday at a time agreed 
upon by the Trio.  Mentors will be trained and massively supported by staff to meet teens where they 
are at and journey with them as they progress through stages of faith.  Mentors will communicate 
with teens (visible to parents) to connect teens and families with pertinent Scripture, videos and 
articles that assist teens in their struggles and guide them in applying their faith. 

Pillar #3: Gathered Events Teens will have the opportunity to gather with their peers for 7th 
grade workshops, 8th grade Confirmation Prep sessions and one retreat each year.  These gatherings 
will comply with current guidelines for social interactions.  Confirmation Retreats for 8th grade 
students will be scheduled in December for second semester.  The option of participating virtually 
will also be available!

The current health and safety guidelines have prompted us to change the format and our approach 
for JHYM; however, we are confident that, although different, this mentoring approach will greatly 
engage and transform teens and their families.  The dates of JHYM “sessions” and the format of the 
retreats have slightly changed.  We will communicate the specific dates, times and procedures as soon as 
we are given certification from the diocese.  

If you have any questions, comments, or would like more information about becoming a mentor, 
please contact Matthew or Jenny Krumdrick!  We really value your feedback and participation in St. Jude 
Youth Ministries.

Blessings,
Matthew Krumdrick & Jenny Krumdrick

matthewk@stjudes.org  jenkrumdrick@stjudes.org 
630-730-1368              815-514-0051


