
February 2021

Dear Parents,

This month we have much to celebrate! Valentine's Day, Mardi Gras and Ash Wednesday
all fall within 4 days of each other! In this newsletter, we have so many activities and
suggestions of ways you can celebrate these special days at home with your family!

Ash Wednesday is February 17 th and is the first day of Lent. This year we encourage you
to not just give up something small for Lent like chocolate or pop. We invite you to DO
something small each day that can add more love, joy, kindness and hope into our world.

Here are just a few ideas:
Wave and say hi to your neighbors
Share a list of things you’re thankful for
Make some public art for everyone to enjoy
Comment on your friend’s blog or share their post with others
Leave a generous tip with a nice note
Send some snail mail
Share inspirational quotes and photos of cute animals on social media
Give a homeless person some money and/or a meal
Pray for the person behind you in line (check out, drive-thru, etc.)
Be nice and give genuine compliments to strangers

Saint Teresa of Calcutta once said, "We cannot all do great things. But we can do small
things with great love.” There are almost 1,000 children in the Faith Formation program at
St. Jude. Just imagine how we could change our homes, schools, workplaces, and
communities if we all made the commitment to spread kindness this Lent.

This year we will not be distributing family progress reports.  If you would like to
check in with us about what we have on record for your family in terms of attendance at
Faith Formation sessions; what Unit Reviews, eAssessments or JHYM response forms
have been turned in; and what Mass and Explore 4 Reflections have been submitted,
please contact Berni Kacor (grades 1-6) or Eilish Sullivan (grades 7-8) starting February
8th.

mailto:bkacor@stjudes.org
mailto:esullivan@stjudes.org
http://stjudes.org/families/reflections-mass-explore-4-flg/
http://stjudes.org/register-for-mass/


As a reminder, we had asked that all tuition balances be paid in full by December 31 st,
2020. If you still need to make a payment, please contact the Faith Formation Office to
confirm your balance and then submit your payment by cash, check, or online. If you are
not able to pay your balance at this time please let us know as special arrangements can
be made.

In this newsletter you will find many Explore 4 and Explore 4 @ Home opportunities and
links to where you can find the most updated program information and resources.

God Bless,
The St. Jude Faith Formation Team

The Faith Formation Office Hours
Monday-Thursday 9:00 am-4:00 pm
Evening Hours by Appointment Only

The Faith Formation Office is Closed on Friday
The Parish and Faith Formation Offices will be closed on February 15th.

Join Us For Mass!

Mass Times
Daily Mass 7:30 am

Monday-Friday
No registration needed

Saturday at 5:00 pm
Registration required
Also live-streamed

Sunday at 7:00 am
Registration required

Sunday at 9:00 am
Registration required
Also live-streamed

Sunday at 11:00 am
Registration required

Registration for weekend Masses closes on
Saturday at 3:00 pm or when maximum

capacity has been reached.

Reconciliation/Confession
Saturday, February 6th & 13th

3:30-4:30 pm
Saturday, February 20th & 27th

3:00-4:30 pm
No registration needed

Click here to register to attend an
upcoming Mass

Click here to watch Mass online

Click here to submit Mass Reflections
Families are asked to submit at least 7

Mass Reflections each year.

Mass Attendance Safety Information
Worship space capacity is limited
with seating only in every other pew.
Masks must be worn at all times by
anyone age 2 or older.
A minimum six-foot distance should
be maintained between your family
and others who are not part of your
household.
Hand sanitizer will be required upon
entry and before receiving the
Eucharist.

Ash Wednesday
February 17th

Mass at 7:30 am
No registration required

This Mass will be livestreamed

Ash Distribution (no service)
Ashes will be sprinkled on the top

http://stjudes.org/register-for-mass/
http://stjudes.org/register-for-mass/
http://stjudes.org/register-for-mass/
http://stjudes.org/live-stream-9am-mass/
http://stjudes.org/live-stream-9am-mass/
http://stjudes.org/live-stream-9am-mass/
http://stjudes.org/ff-reflection-mass-forms/
http://stjudes.org/ff-reflection-mass-forms/
http://stjudes.org/ff-reflection-mass-forms/


2:00-5:00 pm
No reservation required. Please enter

through the front of the church and proceed
directly to the altar for ashes.

Mass at 7:00 pm
Registration required

of the head.

Explore 4/Explore 4 @ Home

Families are asked to submit at least four Explore 4/ Explore 4 @ Home Reflections each year.

Valentine's Day: February 14th

Write Love Letters and Deliver
Valentines!

Set aside time in the coming week for
everyone (including moms and dads) to

write love letters to other members of the
family. Encourage your children to even

make a Valentine for God!

Click here for 7 more simple ways to
celebrate Valentine's Day!

Mardi Gras: February 16th

Decorate with Green, Gold and
Purple!

Purple represents justice, green stands for
faith and gold signifies power. Set the

https://teachingcatholickids.com/3-simple-ways-to-celebrate-st-valentines-day-with-your-family/


dinner table with green napkins, a purple
tablecloth and golden-colored utensils!

Click here for more ways to celebrate
Mardi Gras at home!

Ash Wednesday: February 17th

Fast and Abstain from Meat!

Ash Wednesday is a day for fasting and
abstinence from meat. Young kids are

exempt, but you can still keep meals and
snacks simple to help them get into the

spirit of the season. You can find out all the
ins and outs of who must fast and abstain,

and what that looks like at the USCCB Fast
& Abstinence page.

Click here for more ways to observe Ash
Wednesday!

Have questions about Ash Wednesday?
Check out this article for some answers!

Sign Up for Email Lent Reflections!

Living Lent! "This daily e-mail series for 2021 will be filled with lessons of hope and
courage. Inspired by the new book I Am with You: Lessons of Hope and Courage in Times
of Crisis by Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan, our daily reflections will encourage us in confusing
and turbulent times".

Dynamic Catholic: Best Lent Ever! "Nothing will transform your life so completely,
absolutely, and forever like really learning how to pray. That’s why this year’s BEST LENT
EVER journeys through Matthew Kelly’s latest book, I Heard God Laugh: A Practical
Guide to Life’s Essential Daily Habit".

Lent Reflections with Bishop Barron! "Spend your time with Christ in the Gospel this
Lent alongside Bishop Barron and the Word on Fire community."

Be on the look out for more family and child resources and activities for Lent!

Every Friday during Lent at 7:00 pm 
No registration required
Begins February 19 th

https://teachingcatholickids.com/celebrate-mardi-gras/
https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year-and-calendar/lent/catholic-information-on-lenten-fast-and-abstinence
https://teachingcatholickids.com/shrove-tuesday-and-ash-wednesday/
https://teachingcatholickids.com/7-questions-and-answers-about-ash-wednesday/
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/lent/living-lent-daily/
https://store.loyolapress.com/i-am-with-you
https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/lent/best-lent-ever.html
https://www.lentreflections.com/


Fish Fries's Are Coming Back!

The Knights of Columbus Fish Fries's will
be offered on February 19th and 26th

for take-out only.

During Lent, a special thing we can do is
thank God for the gift of food and take time

to have family dinner.

Watch the St. Jude website in the coming
weeks for more information!

Families are asked to drop off cards (either homemade or store bought) with
uplifting and encouraging messages to be delivered to the

retired Augustinian community in Crown Point, Indiana.
Many of the retired priests are feeling isolated due to the pandemic and we hope these

messages will lift their spirits!



We encourage cards for the upcoming holidays be dropped off by the following dates:
Valentine's Day: by February 9th

St. Patrick's Day: by March 11th

You can also address cards to our three St. Jude priests in residence there:
Fr. Don Lewandowski, Fr. Don Bates and Fr. Jim Friedel.

Messages can include phrases such as: "We are praying for you", "We are thinking of
you", "We care about you", etc. You could also include a story of how your family

celebrates the holiday and/or a request for prayer and a prayer intention.
Thank you for your help in bringing hope and cheer to others!

Program Information

Elementary Families
Grades 1- 6

Families Living Faith
(In-Person)

The Unit 4 Review is due at your February
Session.

Sunday A - February 7 th

Tuesday A - February 9 th

Sunday B - February 28 th

Tuesday B - February 16 th

Wednesday B - February 24 th

Click Here for the complete 20-21 FLF Calendar

Families Called to Table
(Home Learning)

The Unit 4 Review is due
by February 25 th.

Click Here to view the November Virtual
Parent Session, Jesus:101.

Click Here for parent resources used for
teaching at home.

Click Here for the Unit 4 eAssessment
links.

February Virtual Parent Session

Tuesday, February 23 rd

7:00-8:30 pm

More information and
registration available soon!

Junior High Youth Ministry/
QUEST H.S. Ministry

Grades 7-12

7th & 8th Grade
Please watch the February Theme of the
Month videos and discuss the questions

and Scripture passages about MORALITY
with your parent/families and submit the
response form by the end of February. 

http://ac47c81d2fd43d445875-42b9739ed74a52bd096aec1d76ef96c6.r34.cf2.rackcdn.com/uploaded/g/0e10878281_1599144039_gr-1-6-20-21-upd-dates.pdf
https://vimeo.com/501022387
http://stjudes.org/families/children-grades-1-6/parents/
http://stjudes.org/families/children-grades-1-6/parents/
http://stjudes.org/alive-in-christ-unit-4-eassessment-links/
http://catholiccommunityofsaintjude.snappages.site/january-2021-tom


7th Grade Only
Any 7th grade student who has not yet

participated in both the Prayer
Workshop and the Mass Workshop yet is
asked to watch those videos with a parent,

discuss it and submit the response
form. (These count as Explore 4 Events

when done with a parent.)

8th Grade Only
Any 8th grade student who has not

registered for a Confirmation retreat is
urged to sign-up asap! 

IN-PERSON Confirmation Retreat
Sunday, February 14th 6-8:30 pm

VIRTUAL Confirmation Retreat
Sunday, February 21st 6-8:30 pm

Saint reports are due February 10th.
Please email these to Eilish Sullivan.

Please email Sponsor Commitment
Forms to Eilish Sullivan ASAP (these

were due in January).

All JHYM teens and parents should
download the new Faith Formation App to

quickly access JHYM "Themes of the
Month" and to keep in touch with their

Mentor and Trio.

Save the date!
Teen Reconciliation Service 
Wednesday, March 3rd at 7:00 pm

We encourage teens to attend in person!

Connect With Us!

     
Katie Neu - Director of Lifelong Faith
Formation
815-463-4291
kneu@stjudes.org

Sarah Gibbons - Coordinator of Family
Faith Formation Grades Pre-K to 6
815-463-4223
sgibbons@stjudes.org

Berni Kacor - Catechetical Support
Associate
815-463-4262
bkacor@stjudes.org

Matthew Krumdrick - Director of Junior &
High School Youth Ministry
630-730-1368
matthewk@stjudes.org

Jenny Krumdrick - Youth & Discipleship
Coordinator
815-514-0051
jenkrumdrick@yahoo.com

Eilish Sullivan - Youth Ministry Assistant
815-463-4260
esullivan@stjudes.org

https://catholiccommunityofsaintjude.snappages.site/prayer
https://catholiccommunityofsaintjude.snappages.site/
http://stjudes.org/confirmation-retreat-options/
https://67bc4b0455fa7b93ce2d-42b9739ed74a52bd096aec1d76ef96c6.ssl.cf2.rackcdn.com/uploaded/s/0e9570656_1574892214_saint-report.pdf
mailto:esullivan@stjudes.org
https://67bc4b0455fa7b93ce2d-42b9739ed74a52bd096aec1d76ef96c6.ssl.cf2.rackcdn.com/uploaded/c/0e11382591_1610309459_choosing-a-sponsor-2021.pdf
mailto:esullivan@stjudes.org
http://www.facebook.com/stjudesfaith
http://www.pinterest.com/stjudefaithform
https://www.instagram.com/stjudefaithformation/?hl=en
mailto:kneu@stjudes.org
mailto:sgibbons@stjudes.org
mailto:bkacor@stjudes.org
mailto:matthewk@stjudes.org
mailto:jenkrumdrick@yahoo.com
mailto:esullivan@stjudes.org

