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Happy Advent!
Dear Catechists and Volunteers,

The Christmas season does not begin until Christmas Day.
The season of Advent is A GIFT to help us prepare ourselves to receive Jesus.

Advent is preparing for Jesus and being ready for anything he gives us. In Advent, he is
offering us so much - joy, love, peace and hope! Preparing our hearts doesn't mean

telling Jesus what we want; it means opening our hearts and trusting him.

2020 held many unique circumstances and the Lord is using this time to bring us closer
to Him. Be prepared and open to the wonderful, amazing things Jesus has in store for

you!

There are no FLF sessions in December, but there are plenty of opportunities for
you to grow in your own relationship with God during the Advent season!

Check out the links below for ways to incorporate Advent at home:
 

Advent A-Z Email Series

Advent Inspirations

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WD357YYDk1A
https://www.exploregod.com/what-is-advent
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/advent/inspiration/
http://stjudes.org/virtual-visit-with-st-nicholas/


 
Six Ways to Celebrate Advent At Home

 
How to Make and Pray With an Advent Wreath

 
In this newsletter, you will find information about upcoming events at St. Jude and the

Christmas Eve and Day Mass schedule.

We wish you and all of your families a blessed Advent, a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year! God Bless!

Sarah & Katie

Save the Date for Your January Session!
Sunday A

January 10 th

10:15-11:45 am

Tuesday A
January 12 th

5:30-7:00 pm

Sunday B
January 24 th

10:15-11:45 am

Tuesday B
January 19 th

6:00-7:30 pm

Wednesday B
January 20 th

6:00-7:30 pm

If you are in need of a sub, please let us know right away!

https://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/2017/11/six-ways-to-celebrate-advent-at-home/
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/activities/view.cfm?id=954


"It is the beautiful task of Advent to awaken in all of us
memories of goodness and thus to open doors of hope."

Pope Benedict XVI

Families are asked to drop off cards (either homemade or store bought)
with uplifting and encouraging messages to be delivered to the

Retired Augustinians community in Crown Point, Indiana.
Many of the retired priests are feeling isolated due to the pandemic and we

hope these messages will lift their spirits! We encourage cards for the
upcoming holidays be dropped off by the following dates:

Christmas: by December 14th



Thinking of You: by January 18th

Valentine's Day: by February 9th

St. Patrick's Day: by March 11th

Easter Season: by April 9th

You can also address cards to our three retired St. Jude priests in residence
there: Fr. Don Lewandowski, Fr. Don Bates and Fr. Jim Friedel.

Messages can includes phrases such as: "We are praying for you", "We are
thinking of you", "We care about you", etc. You could also include a story of

how your family celebrates the holiday and/or a request for prayer and a
prayer intention.

Thank you for your help in bringing the residents some hope and cheer!

Please Join Us at Upcoming Events at St. Jude!

The St. Jude Giving Tree is an annual project that brings hope and support to
families in need.  In order to keep everyone safe with the different

circumstances this year, we will be having a VIRTUAL Giving Tree.  

To support this project, the parish is accepting monetary donations that will
pay utility bills and gifts cards for those in need. CLICK HERE to contribute.

Thank you for your generosity to those in need!

Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Holy Day of Obligation

Vigil Mass on Monday, December 7th

at 7:00 pm
Masses on Tuesday, December 8th

at 7:30 am and 7:00 pm
Registration is not required. You will be

asked to sign in when you enter the
church.



FIRST RECONCILIATION
RESCHEDULED

First Reconciliation Preparation sessions
have been rescheduled for

December 14th and 15th from
6:00 - 7:30 pm.

We are looking for volunteers to help each
evening with checking families in, taking
temperatures and other ushering duties.
Please contact Sarah or Katie if you are

able to help!

Advent and Christmas ScheduleAdvent and Christmas Schedule
Christmas Eve

3:00 pm, 5:00 pm*, 7:00 pm
Midnight*

Christmas Day
7:00 am, 9:00 am*, 11:00 am

Registration is required for all
Masses and families will be

checked in at the door.
Registration will be available on the

St. Jude website beginning on

Click here to register to attend an
upcoming Mass

Click here to watch Mass online

Click here to submit Mass Reflections

Mass Attendance Safety Information
Registration is required for all
weekend Masses.
Worship space capacity is limited,
with seating only in every other
pew.
Masks must be worn at all times by

http://stjudes.org/register-for-mass/
http://stjudes.org/register-for-mass/
http://stjudes.org/register-for-mass/
http://stjudes.org/live-stream-9am-mass/
http://stjudes.org/live-stream-9am-mass/
http://stjudes.org/live-stream-9am-mass/
http://stjudes.org/ff-reflection-mass-forms/
http://stjudes.org/ff-reflection-mass-forms/
http://stjudes.org/ff-reflection-mass-forms/


December 7th.

Reconciliation/Confession
December 5th & 12th

3:00 - 4:30 pm
December 19th & 26th

3:30 - 4:30 pm
No registration required.

anyone age 2 or older.
A minimum six-foot distance should
be maintained between your family
and others who are not part of your
household.
Hand sanitizer is required upon
entry and before receiving the
Eucharist.

Faith Formation Staff

Katie Neu, Director of Lifelong Faith Formation 815-463-4291 kneu@stjudes.org
Sarah Gibbons, Coordinator of Family Faith Formation 815-463-4223
sgibbons@stjudes.org
Berni Kacor, Catechetical Support Associate 815-463-4262 bkacor@stjudes.org

Office Hours: Monday 9:00 am - 7:00 pm, Tuesday - Thursday 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
CLOSED on Friday

Why is our newsletter called The Flame? 

In Icons of St. Jude, he is often depicted with a tongue of
flame above his head. This flame represents his receipt of
the Holy Spirit at Pentecost as one of the twelve apostles

present in the Upper Room.
We too have the flame of the Holy Spirit above our heads as

we help to form the faith of the families of St. Jude!

The Holy Spirit guides us and speaks through us!

   

mailto:kneu@stjudes.org
mailto:sgibbons@stjudes.org
mailto:bkacor@stjudes.org
http://www.facebook.com/stjudesfaith
http://www.pinterest.com/stjudefaithform

